CHAPTER VII

feats of Maurepas, the Dauphin and Marie Leozinska,
the alarm of the worthy and the emotion roused
at Court by a sudden infatuation that defeated all
their calculations.

Louis XV was thirty-six years old; he now
enjoyed perfect health, spent recklessly, hunted for
whole days at a time., had a preference for violent
exercise and never knew fatigue or 'weariness.
Physically speaking he was the handsomest man
in the kingdom; women admired his regular
features, his smile and the fascinating brilliance of
his eyes, his elegance and the supple grace of his
bearing. His authority and his prestige continually
grew; the Alsatian campaign won him well-
deserved popularity; the Dauphin's marriage with
Marie-Therese seemed a far-sighted act of policy;
his choice of marshals and generals met with
nothing but approval. However, the king was often
sad; he no longer loved Marie Leczinska, and he
paid her the honours and respect due to her
without showing any tenderness or affection; he
was instinctively suspicious of his wife's circle,
feeling a sullen opposition which actually was non-
existent.

But death struck his mistresses; and he saw in
this the punishment reserved for sinners, without
having the strength to turn aside from forbidden
passions or to control the demands of his nature.
He wavered between the benefits of religion and
the attractions of pleasure, and he finally fell for